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Hawaii 3R’s and The International Union of Painters and Allied Trades Create Partnership to Restart the Graffiti Busters Program 

Professional painting contractors are sent to schools to immediately address graffiti

Honolulu:  On Monday, December 10, 2007 at 11:00 a.m. at Kalakaua Middle School, Mr. Clayton Fujie, the Deputy Superintendent of the Hawaii Department of Education (DOE), will be presented with a Graffiti Busters kit to commemorate the resumption of the Graffiti Busters program.

The Graffiti Busters program was established by the International Union of Painters and Allied Trades (the Painter’s Union) with the support and guidance of former Hawaii State Senate President Robert Bunda.  This program’s mission is to assist the DOE with the problem of graffiti by arranging for professional painting contractors to immediately address the vandalized areas at schools.  The program is beneficial to the schools because the professional painters will match the paint and will repaint an entire area, if necessary, to keep the building visually appealing.  Also, painting over graffiti is time consuming for the school custodians, who have many other duties to perform. 

Mr. Lynn Kinney, the Secretary-Treasurer of the Painter’s Union explains, “We created the Graffiti Busters program as a way for us to give back to the schools.  We are in a position to help because we have access to quality painting contractors.   And the contractors have told us that they appreciate the opportunity to help the schools.” 
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Graffiti Busters was so successful, however, that the cost of running the program became too large for the Painter’s Union to absorb and the program was put on hold until additional funding could be found.  When Ms. Jennifer Goto Sabas, Chief of Staff for U.S. Senator Daniel K. Inouye, heard about this dilemma, she decided to bring it to the attention of the Hawaii 3R’s Board of Directors, and the result was a new partnership.

The Hawaii 3R’s Board of Directors agreed to provide up to $50,000 in funding to the Painter’s Union to support the Graffiti Busters program.  And since Hawaii 3R’s is based on community involvement and matching requirements, the Painter’s Union agreed to match the Hawaii 3R’s funds with at least an equal amount of funds from the Painter’s Union or other sources.   Also, the Painter’s Union and Hawaii 3R’s will work with the DOE to expand the Graffiti Busters program from only Oahu schools to include neighbor island schools.

According to Mr. Fujie, “Graffiti is a constant problem at our schools, especially after the weekends, and it is difficult to address systematically because our schools are designed to be open and welcoming.  I also know our busy custodians are grateful for the assistance.”

Hawaii 3R’s will also enhance the Graffiti Busters program by working with schools that have been hit repeatedly in the same location to determine if there is a repair and maintenance related solution, like installing additional lights, fencing, or landscaping, that would eliminate or discourage future vandalism.

Mr. Bruce Coppa, Chairman of the Board of Hawaii 3R’s, states, “We are excited because we have an opportunity to really assess how and why the vandalism is occurring and find ways to stop it from happening again, instead of just covering the same area over and over.”
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In 2001, U.S. Senator Daniel K. Inouye began an initiative called Hawaii 3R’s (Repair, Remodel, and Restore Hawaii’s public schools).  Working with State agencies, trade unions, businesses, the military, community leaders, parents, teachers, and students, the goal is to match State, federal, and private funds with volunteerism – “sweat equity” – both skilled and unskilled, to complete repair and maintenance projects at a significantly lower cost.

Hawaii 3R’s receives funding from the State and Federal governments.  It has also received private funding from many organizations and individuals, including the Harold K.L. Castle Foundation, Hawaii Community Foundation, Campbell Estate and the James and Abigail Campbell Foundation, American Savings Bank, Prudential Locations, Armstrong Builders, Quill Group, Maui Land and Pineapple Company, and the Pierce Brosnan Family Trust.

Hawaii 3R’s awards grants to proactive public schools that step forward with enthusiastic volunteers, business support, and/or private contributions of equal or greater value to the requested grant amount.

For more information, please visit out website at www.hawaii3rs.com. 


