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HAWAII 3R’S PROJECT AT KANEOHE ELEMENTARY SCHOOL TO ASSEMBLE AND INSTALL PICNIC BENCHES NEAR ADMINISTRATION BUILDING
Volunteers from Navy Command Patrol Reconnaissance Wing 2 and PTA will be assembling and installing picnic benches on Tuesday, July 22, 2008 from 8:00 a.m. to 12:00 noon

Hawaii 3R’s has awarded a grant of $15,000 to Kaneohe Elementary School to install picnic benches throughout the campus for students and parents.  If this project had been completed by the State Department of Education, it is estimated that it would have cost $35,000.

These picnic benches will provide children the opportunity to rest and socialize during recess and provide parents and visitors an adequate sitting area when visiting the campus.  

Savings is attributed by the support of Kaneohe Elementary Schools Navy partners and PTA who will be assembling the picnic benches and the discounts provided by Punalu’u Builders who will be installing the benches.

In 2001, U.S. Senator Daniel K. Inouye began an initiative called Hawaii 3R’s (Repair, Remodel, and Restore Hawaii’s public schools).  Working with State agencies, trade unions, businesses, the military, community leaders, parents, teachers, and students, the goal is to match State, federal, and private funds with volunteerism – “sweat equity” – both skilled and unskilled, to complete repair and maintenance projects at a significantly lower cost. 

Since 2001, Hawaii 3R’s has awarded 362 grants totaling $10.5 million to 161 different public schools statewide for repair and maintenance projects.  The State estimates that it would have cost $25.7 million to complete these projects on its own.

Hawaii 3R’s receives funding from the State and Federal governments.  It has also received private funding from many organizations and individuals, including the Harold K.L. Castle Foundation, Hawaii Community Foundation, Campbell Estate and the James and Abigail Campbell Foundation, American Savings Bank, Prudential Locations, Armstrong Builders, Quill Group, Maui Land and Pineapple Company, and the Pierce Brosnan Family Trust.

Hawaii 3R’s awards grants to proactive public schools that step forward with enthusiastic volunteers, business support, and/or private contributions of equal or greater value to the requested grant amount.

For more information, please visit out website at www.hawaii3rs.com. 

