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U.S. SENATOR DANIEL K. INOUYE TO ATTEND BLESSING OF NEW MOBILE SCIENCE LAB AT MOLOKAI HIGH SCHOOL

Kamehameha Schools and Hawaii 3R’s partner to purchase $50,000 mobile science lab 

Hoolehua, Molokai – A new mobile science lab will give Molokai High School the capability to offer state-of-the-art laboratory curriculum programs, thanks to a partnership between Kamehameha Schools and Hawaii 3R’s.  U.S. Senator Daniel K. Inouye, the honorary chairman of Hawaii 3R’s, is scheduled to attend the 1:00 p.m. blessing on Tuesday, October 28, 2008, at Molokai High School. 

According to Senator Inouye, “If science and math are indeed priorities, we must step up and support an investment in the tools necessary for our students to achieve success in these areas.  This new mobile science lab demonstrates that when community comes together, we can make a difference.”

Over the past several months, the Department of Education and a group of community stakeholders, including the Hawaii P-20 Partnerships for Education, the Harold K.L. Castle Foundation, the Hawaii Business Roundtable, and Hawaii 3R’s, has been dedicated to improving the condition of high school science labs across the State of Hawaii.  Their effort is part of a broad objective to ensure that high schools will have the ability to offer the lab science courses necessary for graduates to receive the Board of Education’s Recognition Diploma.  Their activities have included assessing the conditions of science labs, and identifying community partners and contributors to assist with renovations. 

This group discovered that when Molokai High and Intermediate School split into two separate schools, the science lab facilities were contained in a building that became part of the middle school.  This means that the high school students do not have the facilities necessary to perform many experiments or they must walk to and from the middle school, which takes time away from learning.  The DOE has a project planned to construct new lab classrooms in the high school, but construction is several years away – thus, the mobile science lab is an ideal interim solution.

Linda Puleloa, principal of Molokai High School states, “We are indebted to the vision of Senator Daniel K. Inouye, and to the generosity of Kamehamela Schools and Hawaii 3R’s.  On behalf of the faculty and the students, we are truly grateful for the high tech science lab, which is being gifted to our school. We appreciate tremendously that this lab will provide our students opportunities to think critically and utilize 21st Century technology skills as they conduct quality science experiments on their own campus. Our heartfelt mahalo goes out to each person who helped make this happen.”
The mobile science lab will allow a full range of chemistry, physics, and biology experiments to be performed in the high school’s current classroom.  This will allow the students the ability to learn without having to take the time to walk to the middle school.  The cost of purchasing the mobile science lab is being split between Kamehameha Schools and Hawaii 3R’s.

“We’re very excited to collaborate with Hawaii 3R’s and the Department of Education on this innovative project,” said Chris Pating, Kamehameha Schools vice president for strategic planning and implementation. “The science lab provides the students of Molokai with additional educational resources. Kamehameha is proud to serve these haumana and their ohana.”

In 2001, U.S. Senator Daniel K. Inouye began an initiative called Hawaii 3R’s (Repair, Remodel, and Restore Hawaii’s public schools).  Working with State agencies, trade unions, businesses, the military, community leaders, parents, teachers, and students, the goal is to match State, federal, and private funds with volunteerism – “sweat equity” – both skilled and unskilled, to complete repair and maintenance projects at a significantly lower cost.

Since 2001, Hawaii 3R’s has awarded 380 grants to 167 different public schools statewide totaling over $11.5 million for repair and maintenance projects.  The State estimates that it would have cost approximately $27.7 million to complete these projects on its own.  Since Hawaii 3R’s has received only $2.9 million in State funds over this same period, it can be calculated that Hawaii 3R’s has saved the State over $24.8 million in seven years.

For more information, please visit out website at www.hawaii3rs.com. 


