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Hawaii 3R’s Receives $50,000 Grant from Target® for Radford High School and Kapolei Middle School

Additionally, on Saturday, January 10, 2009, from 8:00 a.m. until 12 noon, 200 Target employees will volunteer to help repaint both schools

HONOLULU, HAWAII — Hawaii 3R’s today announced a partnership with Target® in recognition of its efforts to assist in the repair and maintenance of Hawaii’s public schools.  The $50,000 grant and “sweat equity” will be combined with $100,000 in Hawaii 3R’s funds to repaint the exterior of a major portion of Radford High School and all of Kapolei Middle School. 

“We are honored that Target has chosen us to help plan this event that not only highlights its commitment to the community, but will also serve as a team building exercise for many brand new employees,” said Ryan Shigetani, executive director of Hawaii 3R’s.  “This is by far the largest volunteer turnout from one organization in the seven year history of Hawaii 3R’s.” 
The students, teachers, staff, and parents at the two schools will benefit from a fresh coat of paint that will address worn and faded, and in some areas, cracking and peeling paint.  The Department of Education estimates that repainting these buildings would have cost over $500,000. 
“Over the years, Target has initiated and developed programs that have benefited more than 100,000 schools nationwide. Today, Target’s generous donation and volunteerism will greatly assist us in repairing and maintaining our public schools,” said Patricia Hamamoto, Superintendent of the Hawaii DOE.  “With the openings of its first Hawaii stores and history of helping communities, we extend our aloha to Target and look forward to a long lasting partnership in the years to come.”

This grant is part of ongoing efforts by Target to strengthen families and communities throughout the country. Since opening its doors, Target has given 5 percent of its income to organizations that support education, the arts, social services and volunteerism. Today that translates to more than $3 million every week.

“At Target, our local grants are making a difference in the communities we serve,” said Laysha Ward, vice president, community relations, Target. “We’re proud to partner with Hawaii 3R’s as part of our ongoing commitment to give back to the communities where our guests and team members live and work.”
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Additionally, Target gives through signature programs that are designed to inspire learning in children and families. Programs include:

• 
Take Charge of Education®, a school fundraising program;

• 
Target Field Trip Grants, a program that helps educators bring learning to life 
for students through the distribution of grants;

• 
Ready.Sit.Read!, a program dedicated to fostering a lifelong love of reading in children at an early age;

• 
Target House®, which serves as a home away from home for families of children
receiving life-saving treatment at St. Jude Children’s Research Hospital® in
Memphis;

• 
Target Volunteers, a program where Target team members and retirees annually
donate more than 350,000 hours of time to more than 7,500 community-
based projects

Even with the large volunteer force, a painting contractor has been hired to complete the areas that are too difficult, too time consuming, or too dangerous for volunteers to complete by themselves.  This contractor, Jade Painting, Inc. has been working over the past three weeks at the schools, and will be training and supervising the volunteers on the volunteer day.  And, as it often does on Hawaii 3R’s projects, Jade Painting has provided a heavily discounted rate as a way to give back to the schools.
About Hawaii 3R’s
In 2001, U.S. Senator Daniel K. Inouye began an initiative called Hawaii 3R’s (Repair, Remodel, and Restore Hawaii’s public schools).  Working with State agencies, trade unions, businesses, the military, community leaders, parents, teachers, and students, the goal is to match State, federal, and private funds with volunteerism – “sweat equity” – both skilled and unskilled, to complete repair and maintenance projects at a significantly lower cost.

Since 2001, Hawaii 3R’s has awarded 380 grants to 167 different public schools statewide totaling over $11.5 million for repair and maintenance projects.  The State estimates that it would have cost approximately $27.7 million to complete these projects on its own.  Since Hawaii 3R’s has received only $2.9 million in State funds over this same period, it can be calculated that Hawaii 3R’s has saved the State over $24.8 million in seven years.

For more information on Hawaii 3R’s, please visit out website at www.hawaii3rs.com.
About Target

Minneapolis-based Target serves guests at more than 1,600 stores in 47 states nationwide by delivering today’s best retail trends at affordable prices. Target is committed to providing guests with great design through innovative products, in-store experiences and community partnerships. Whether visiting a Target store or shopping online at Target.com, guests enjoy a fun and convenient shopping experience with access to thousands of unique and highly differentiated items. Target (NYSE:TGT) gives more than $3 million a week to its local communities through grants and special programs.  Since opening its first store in 1962, Target has partnered with nonprofit organizations, guests and team members to help meet community needs.
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The media is welcome at either school from 9 a.m. to 11 a.m.

