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Community to pitch in to help renovate schools

Four Hawaii public schools will receive as much as $25,000 each for repair and renovation projects. 

Baldwin High School in Wailuku and Kapunahala Elementary School in Kaneohe will have electrical repairs completed with the funds. Roosevelt High School in Makiki will renovate locker rooms. Wahiawa Middle School will have classrooms repainted. 

The initiative, called Hawaii 3Rs (Repair, Remodel and Restore Hawaii's public schools), brings private contributions and professional volunteers to help with the $640 million repair and maintenance backlog. 

Trade unions, businesses, military, community leaders, parents, teachers and students work together to provide skilled and unskilled labor. 

The state Legislature passed a law providing $1 million in funding and tax credits for qualified professionals who participate. The Department of Defense also provided $100,000 for the program. 

The state saves thousands with this program, estimating the Wahiawa Middle School project would save $147,000 in repairs. 

Hawaii 3Rs will award grants of up to $25,000 to public schools with private contributions and professional volunteerism of equal or greater value than the amount requested. 

The next deadline for applications is Feb. 2002. Call Ann Yamasaki, executive director of Hawaii 3Rs, at 440-3876.

